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NOW ON TO THE NEXT STEP 

 The Regionals are over and I want 

to thank everyone who attended. It was 
the largest turnout for Regionals since 

we started them. I am excited that so 

many Kiwanians came to learn about 

the I Plan which lays out the future of 

Kiwanis. We have now begun our sec-
ond century of service to the children 

of the world. The world and society 

have evolved and progressed and so 

must Kiwanis. If we are to leave a via-

ble organization for the coming genera-
tions, we need to be able to offer them 

something to which they can relate. 

There is not a lack of desire to serve 

among the younger generation, just 

reluctance to do it the way we tradi-

tionally have. That is not to say we 

should not still maintain and grow the 

traditional clubs. As an aside, we have 
positive growth in our District as we 

end the first half of this Kiwanis year, 

so keep up the good work. But for long 

term growth we need to attract young-

er members. To do this we need to 
create opportunities for those whose 

time and/or finances discourage them 

from joining a traditional Kiwanis club. 

The I Plan is flexible enough to do this 

as well as strengthen traditional clubs. 

We received an overwhelmingly posi-
tive response about the I Plan frame-

work presented at the Regionals. Now 

it is time to do the brick and mortar 

work. We will do this at Leadership 

Retreats this summer (see the locations 
and dates on page 4).  Trained counse-

lors will work with members of each 

club (we ask for eight that represent the vari-

ous areas of responsibility in your club) to 

help you analyze and develop your 
club’s individual strategic plan. Each 

club is unique and the needs of the 

children in your communities vary. The 

I Plan will allow you to multiply your 

efforts to target the needs of these chil-

dren as well as promote your club. 
Your club’s legacy depends on you. 

Your time as a Kiwanian is a positive 

influence on your club, your communi-

ty, and the children. So ask yourself, 

why would I want it to end after I’m 
gone. What do you want your legacy 

to be?  You might not know yourself 

all the good you’ve done.  And you 

know what, there probably won’t be 

anyone a hundred years from now who 

will recall what you contributed as Ki-
wanis ends our second century of ser-

vice -just as you probably don’t recall 

those who started Kiwanis’ first centu-

ry of service. But you still see the good 

we’ve have done over the years to im-
prove the lives of children. What you 

begin now will continue to make a pos-

itive difference to the children now and 

for years to come. That is what we as 

Kiwanians are all about. 

Yours in Kiwanis, 

By Gary Graham, Governor 

LOUISIANA-MISSISSIPPI-WEST TENNESSEE DISTRICT OF KIWANIS

 

August 5-7, 2016 

www.lamisstenn.org 
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LOUISIANA-MISSISSIPPI-WEST TENNESSEE DISTRICT OF KIWANIS

 

WHO SHOULD ATTEND THE CLUB LEADERSHIP RETREAT? 

The Club’s I-Plan must be developed through a team effort.  It is not something that one member can do by himself/herself.  

Ideally, using standard terminology, the meetings will be set in “rounds of eight.”  Thus, the District Board has established a “preferred 
invitation list” of members who should attend and participate – all with main roles within the I-Plan:  

Over these past 8 weeks, nearly 400 Kiwanians representing 76 
Kiwanis Clubs, have attended the Regionals – and were introduced 

to the I-Plan. Now the District has nearly 400 members who have a 
better idea and understanding about what the I-Plan is – and how 
important it will become to each club in the District – and to the 

District itself.  We need these same 400 Kiwanians to serve as the 
cheerleaders within their home clubs and make sure that their club 

is properly represented at the upcoming Club Leadership Retreats. 

WHAT IS THE CLUB LEADERSHIPRETREAT? 

The Club Leadership Retreats were discussed at each of the 

Regional Conferences as facilitated meeting for each club to begin 

creating the club’s personal I-Plan – otherwise known as a Stra-
tegic Plan.  The District Board has planned for 11 such Retreats 

spread out around the District.  And further, the Board stresses 
that a team of club members must attend and participate if the 

club is to have any success with developing their I-Plan.   

 2015-2016 Club President 

 President-Elect  

 Club Secretary   

 Club Membership Chair  

 Club Public Relations Chair   

 a Kiwanis Advisor to a club-sponsored 
SLP club  

 a Charter Member of the club, or one 
who has been in the club for at least 10 
years 

 Club members of less than 2 years 

Eight members!  If one or more of these suggested members are not able to attend, other interested member(s) may take the place.  
But remember, participation is limited to no more than 8 per club.  This team will be asked to take the lead and develop the club’s I-Plan 

even further at the club level. 

  The Board encourages each club to attend and participate at the Retreat nearest the club – but understanding conflicts, the club 
can opt to attend a nearby Retreat – but here’s the catch:  attendance and participation by only 1 or 2 members will not do the club 

much good!  

WHEN AND WHERE WILL THE CLUB LEADERSHIP RETREATS BE HELD? 

 June 4th    Baton Rouge, LA and Hattiesburg, MS 

 June 11th   Natchitoches, LA and Jackson, TN 

 June 18th   New Orleans, LA area 

 June 25th   Kiwanis International Convention  

 July 9th   Lafayette, LA and Memphis, TN 

 July 16th   Vicksburg, MS and Ponchatoula, LA 

 July 23rd  Lake Charles, LA and Tupelo, MS 

The exact locations in each city are being determined now – that information will be shared as soon as the details are finalized.   

Time: 9:00 am to 3:00 pm    Cost:   To be determined! Individually priced to cover the cost of the food for the Retreat.  

Clubs will be provided additional information as the individual Retreat facilities are determined.  For now, clubs should begin to line 
up the 8 participants, providing each member with the date to block off his/her calendars.  It is important for each club to participate.  

Will the complete I-Plan be finalized at this one meeting?  Probably not!  But nothing will be accomplished without taking that first step!  
We hope that your club sees the overall value of a strategic plan and will want to participate. 
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LOUISIANA-MISSISSIPPI-WEST TENNESSEE DISTRICT OF KIWANIS

 

By John McCay, III, Immediate Past Governor 

 While visiting a Kiwanis meeting recent-
ly, I was asked a unique question that I 
almost could not answer. Now for those of 
you who know me, I always have some-
thing to say! But the question was a very 
simple one. This Kiwanian asked, “so just 
what does a Past Governor do?” I jokingly 
said something like, “I tell the new Gover-
nor how I did it when I was Governor!” 
Yet in all seriousness, I responded with 
explaining that we give out awards from 
our year, serve on the District Board and 
District Foundation Board, serve on the 
Formula Team, ensure the District reaches 
our Eliminate goal, and any other task the 
Governor may ask us to accomplish.  
However, that question struck a chord with 
me and I pondered on that question on the 
ride home. 

 That was a powerful question for me 
because we sometimes put our past, former, 
old or any other word you want to use out 
to pasture. They have had their moment so 
we forget about them.  I think about our 
club’s past presidents and what a valuable 
resource they are to our clubs. But do we 

include them in discussions? We may put 
them on a committee after their 
“immediate past” year has ended, but could 
they maybe offer even more service?  You 
bet they can!  We assume a lot and this is 
also true in our great organization. We 
assume they do not want to serve or they 
would volunteer. Maybe they would, but 
they want you to ask them to serve. They 
want to be careful and not overstep their 
bounds because they have been there, done 
that. Some members might think they are 
trying to relive their year as a club officer. 
Yet the truth be known, they are looking 
for a place to serve. They could be great 
mentors to help cultivate your club’s mem-
bers into your club’s future leaders!   

 Now let me say something to our “Past” 
club officers. As you know, in Kiwanis, we 
have positions that you can serve. There 
are Lieutenant Governors, District Com-
mittee Chairpersons, Trustees, District 
Governors, International Trustees and 
International President.  Normally, one 
position leads to the next in the Kiwanis 
pecking order. Is one of these positions 

something that 
might interest 
you?  Are you 
considering 
service beyond 
your local club? 
If so, then let 
your current or 
a past Lt Gov-
ernor, a past 
Governor or even Charlie know (PLEASE) 
- we can help you navigate those waters. 

 So here is what I am saying.  Just be-
cause we have “Past” in front of some title, 
does not mean we are finished! We have 
accumulated what we think is great wisdom 
as we have served and learned from our 
mistakes and successes. We also listened to 
many other “Past” officers that shared 
what they learned. So do not send us out to 
pasture yet! There is something we can do!   
We all want to see this great organization 
continue for another 100 years and that is 
why so many “Past” officers are still a part 
of Kiwanis.    

 From January 23-March 12, nearly 400 Ki-
wanians representing 76 Kiwanis Clubs, at-
tended 7 Regional Conferences within the 
Louisiana –Mississippi-West Tennessee Kiwa-
nis District and were introduced to the I-Plan. 
Now the District has nearly 400 members who 
have a better idea and understanding about 
what the I-Plan is – and how important it will 
become to each club in the District – and to 
the District itself.  The meetings were a suc-
cess, and all parties gained a new appreciation 
for the dedication of our District in applying 
the I-Plan as a blueprint to implement a strate-
gic plan in our clubs.  

Le  to right: District Governor Gary Graham, Past Division 2 Lieutenant 

Governor Kevin Moore, Past Division 10 Lieutenant Governor Ralph 

Carter, and Region II Trustee Chris an Heinkel at the Natchez Trace 

North Region II Conference on February 6. 
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LOUISIANA-MISSISSIPPI-WEST TENNESSEE DISTRICT OF KIWANIS

By Dennis Oliver, Project Eliminate Co-Chair 

QUESTION OF THE DAY: 
What do Cambodia, India, Madagascar, Laos, Sierra Leone, Iraq, 
Cameroon, China, Ghana, Uganda, and 8 more countries HAVE IN 
COMMON?  

Your efforts in the ELIMINATE PROJECT have "wiped" tetanus off of the face of the 
earth in those 18 countries. Thousands upon thousands of moms and their babies thank 
you! You know what? Fourteen more countries could eliminate tetanus in the next 18 
months. 

 

QUESTION NUMBER 2 FOR TODAY: 
Would you donate????  

18 cents a day? $1.26 a week? $5.00 a month (for 6 months)? - to save or protect 17 moms and babies from this 
horrible, unnecessary disease – tetanus?  

 If 4403 members of LAMISSTENN sign up to pledge $5 per month, we could surpass 2 million dollars!!!!! 

 

 CAN I COUNT ON YOU/YOUR CLUB????? 

1.  There is still a $250 grant on Zellers 

Standard 

Diamond 

Past President 

      Note: A shadow pox is $100 more 

2.  Now available – a Zeller in the club’s name 

3.  International has just reached $110 million in gifts & pledges! (About half in $$$$ has been received.) 

4. LaMissTenn Key Clubs have pledged $100,000 over 5 years. Please help your key clubs with their projects! 

5.  LaMissTenn District Givings and Pledges = 1.9 Million (2.3 Million goal) 

                  *****PER MEMBER GIVING--$422.00! YOUR CLUB? 

My fellow Kiwanians UNICEF is traveling daily on horseback, scooters, or walking to deliver vaccine to 
thousands of women waiting at the end of the road. HOW CAN YOU AND I SAY NO? Whatever your involve-
ment so far, please join so many others who share the battle cry. 

 

WE CANNOT QUIT UNTIL NO CHILD DIES OF TETANUS! 
THANK YOU! 

Dennis Oliver  Phone: 228-832-6786  Email: DMOKiwanis@aol.com  
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LOUISIANA-MISSISSIPPI-WEST TENNESSEE DISTRICT OF KIWANIS

By Jeems White, Past Governor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"A goal without a plan 

is just a wish." 

 Dreams are wonderful. We all have 
them and when there is a bit of fantasy 
content, they add a certain spice to some-
times routine life experiences. Dreams of-
ten are synonymous with wishes in that we 
dream of some thing and wish to have it or 
we dream of some result and wish it will 
happen.  Most of us have goals as well. 
Goals help guide our lives and give us a 
vision of where we would like to be in a 
day, a week, a year or even at the end of 

our careers and lives.  Unless one has goals 
of some sort, life is just a random peram-
bulation.... and likely it won't have much 
meaning.  Goals, dreams and wishes are 
actually closely similar in that they are spec-
ulative, they dwell in the imagination and 
we hope they occur.   

 The title quote above from Antoine de 
Saint-Exupery is rather to the point:  "A 
goal without a plan is just a wish." So 
what is the key word and key point of all 
this verbiage? ..... a PLAN. If you want 
financial security at retirement, plan for 
it.  If you want education for yourself, your 
children, your grandchildren, plan for it. If 
you want a particular fun vacation, plan for 
it.   

 The second half of a plan for success is 
ACTION. If you want a plan to succeed, 
take action. If you want to achieve a goal or 
make a dream come true, you must make a 
plan and then take action. Anything that 
happens without these two essentials is just 
sheer random luck.  Life is too short to just 

goof around and hope something happens. 
No one's bucket list is ever completed by 
wishful thinking and no action.   

 So....... if you want new members in your 
Kiwanis club, make a plan and take action. 
If you want to raise funds to support and 
accomplish a certain project for children in 
your community, make a plan and take 
action. If you want to fulfill your Eliminate 
Project pledge or increase your pledge to 
protect newborns from gruesome neonatal 
tetanus deaths,  make a plan and take ac-
tion. No matter what you dream or what 
your goals might be, nothing will happen 
without making a plan and taking action. 
Don't sidestep by expecting "someone 
else" will do it. Take personal responsibil-
ity, make a plan and take action yourself.   

 In fact, why just sit and read this news-
letter nodding your head and enjoying 
warm, fuzzy thoughts? Grab a pencil and 
paper, jot down a goal you have been 
thinking about.... then make a plan and 
take action. 

 
 Key Leader is a weekend experiential 
leadership program for today's young lead-
ers. This life-changing event focuses on 
service leadership as the first, most mean-
ingful leadership-development experience. 
A Key Leader will learn the most important 
lesson of leadership—it comes from help-
ing others succeed.  

 Participants begin by attending a Key 
Leader conference, which is a weekend re-
treat. Large and small group workshops, 
discussions and team-building activities take 
place over the course of the weekend. Stu-
dents have opportunities to learn leadership 

skills that will help them to change their 
schools, communities, and world for the 
better. While exploring leadership in a 
whole new way, participants will make 
amazing new friends and have experiences 
they will never forget. Positive, ongoing 
interaction with other Key Leader graduates 
offers continuing reinforcement, encourage-
ment and growth of leadership skills. 

 Key Leader weekend registration for 
the 2016 year is open. All events are open 
to graduating 8th grade students and high 
school students grades 9 through 12.   

2016 PROGRAM SCHEDULE FOR LA.MISS.W.TENN. DISTRICT 

April 29-May 1: Lakeshore Camp, Eva, TN or Acadian Camp, Eunice, LA 

Visit www.key-leader.org for more details. 
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 April 1, 2016 marks the start of the 
second half of the 2015-16 Kiwanis 
administrative year. This is an ideal 
time to access the status of Kiwanis in 
districts around the world.  There are 
accomplishments to celebrate this year 
including thousands of Kiwanis mem-
bers diligently working on The Formu-
la, ongoing leadership of President Sue 
Petrisin, the first female president of 
Kiwanis International, The Eliminate 
Project approaching its $110(USD) 
goal and the ever increasing enthusiasm 
I have witnessed as I have traveled in 
Kiwanis Districts. This enthusiasm is 
especially evident when I stand before 
a Kiwanis club and I see an increase in 
younger members and more diversity 
in Kiwanis.   

 But there is work ahead. This is why 
Kiwanis needs advocates for the future. 
To strengthen Kiwanis, these advocates 
will need to look ahead and determine 
how Kiwanis is going to “serve the 
children of the world.” The needs of 
the children in Kiwanis communities 
are growing and if Kiwanians really 
means to fulfill the pledge we have 
made there is a lot of work ahead. This 
work is not confined to a particular 
country, district, division or town, and 
each of us as an advocate for children 
must recognize the priorities that are 
needed in our community. From Asia-

Pacific to Europe and from South 
America to Canada there are needs, 
whether it is early childhood education, 
nutritional support, child care, child 
abuse prevention or one of any number 
of services that will improve the lives 
of children. Meeting the needs of chil-
dren can lead to a signature service 
project. A signature service project is 
one that will be maintained annually, 
will result in better opportunities for 
children, and will recognize Kiwanis as 
the world leader, in not only advocating 
for children, but producing results.   

 The recognition derived from signa-
ture service projects will make the work 
of The Formula Teams easier. Who in 
your community would not want to be 
affiliated with an organization that im-
proves the welfare of the children? 
More people involved with Kiwanis 
will mean that Kiwanis can provide 
even more services. It also means when 
neighboring towns see the success of 
Kiwanis there will be demand for addi-
tional Kiwanis clubs. More Kiwanis 
clubs will bring additional sponsorships 
of Key Clubs, CKI Clubs, Kiwanis 
Builders Clubs, Kiwanis K-Kids, Kiwa-
nis Aktion Clubs and Key Leader 
Weekends. 

 Greater Kiwanis activities and ser-
vice projects will yield a more positive 
image for Kiwanis in the community. 
But increased visibility in the commu-
nity is not the only component of im-
age. Kiwanis image is also the way we 
conduct meetings, the way we interact 
with Kiwanis SLP organizations, the 
impact that results from district and 
international conventions and the way 
clubs respond to community emergen-

cies. Every time we put on a Kiwanis 
shirt or attend a Kiwanis service pro-
ject each of us is responsible for the 
Kiwanis image. 

 The Kiwanis image is further en-
hanced by the manner in which Kiwa-
nis clubs manage and develop re-
sources. Financial resources that are 
derived from contributions and fund 
raisers are a trust from the community. 
How does Kiwanis invest resources? 
Does Kiwanis utilize funds for projects 
that are necessary and that will have a 
long-lasting affect? Does Kiwanis de-
velop community leaders from within 
the club? Does Kiwanis invest in the 
future through children? These and 
each contribution Kiwanis makes must 
be an investment in the future. 

 If what I have presented sounds in-
terrelated; it is. If it also sounds famil-
iar, it is because it is based on the ob-
jects of Kiwanis. It is also called the 
Kiwanis I-Plan; the Kiwanis road map 
to the future. It is a road map to com-
plete The Eliminate Project, the open-
ing of new clubs, retaining existing 
members, attracting new members, 
expanding the Kiwanis image and in-
vesting in financial stability and finan-
cial security for the future. But to reach 
the future, advocates for the future are 
needed. Regardless of your Kiwanis 
position, your Kiwanis years of service, 
your talents, or the location of your 
Kiwanis club, there is a vital role for 
you to play. Can you increase your Ki-
wanis service to benefit the children? 
Pledge now to be an advocate for the 
future, a future where children grow, 
thrive and become leaders because of 
Kiwanis. 

LOUISIANA-MISSISSIPPI-WEST TENNESSEE DISTRICT OF KIWANIS

By Arthur Riley, Kiwanis International Trustee 
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LOUISIANA-MISSISSIPPI-WEST TENNESSEE DISTRICT OF KIWANIS

By Cathy Simmons, Fundraising Committee & LAMSTN Foundation Grants Chair 

LEVEL  I  GRANTS ($1,001 up to $5,000)  HAVE  BEEN   EXTENDED!!! 

You asked … we listened!  Application for Level 1 Grants have been extended until 
July 1st, and will be announced at the District Convention in Shreveport, August 6th.  
Level 2 Grants (up to $1,000) are still available as long as funding is not depleted! 
Deadline for Level 2 grants is the 1st of every month. 
 

Frequently asked questions: 
 Who can apply?  
Kiwanis Clubs in good standing (having contributed to the Annual Gift Campaign this ad-
min year of a minimum of $5 per member).  The Club President and Board of Directors    
must approve the application during one of their board meetings 

 Can Key Club apply? 
Kiwanis Clubs working WITH their Key Clubs on a project may apply. Key Clubs on their own cannot 

 Where is the information about grants? 
www.lamisstenn.org, the District Website. Click on the drop down menu for the District Foundation, 
then grants.  Select either the community grant or AED 

 Why does it have to be a reimbursement grant? Why can’t we get the money and send in receipts? 
This has been tried in the past, without much success.  Clubs simply do not send in the receipts, nor re-
fund any “left over” funds.  The IRS requires receipts to offset the expenditures. Clubs can, however, can 
send in receipts before completing the expenditures, which will allow partial payment to be reimbursed to 
the clubs so they can finish their project and send in final receipts for the rest of the reimbursements. As 
stated in the criteria, “Advanced funding may be considered on a case by case basis” 

 How many grants can clubs apply for? 
Clubs may apply for one (1) Community Grant and one (1) AED grant during the Administrative year 

 How long does a club have to complete the grant and send in receipts? 
One the application for a Community Grant is approved, clubs have one calendar year (365 days) to send 
in receipts for 75% reimbursement.  AED grants must be completed within the administrative year; by 
September 30th. 
 

So, what is your club waiting for???  Download the application and apply now!  There is a limited amount 
of funding to go around …  

 The District Foundation wishes to 
THANK all the participating clubs 
for your generous contributions and 

donations for the gift basket raffle 

during the 7 Mid Year Regionals 
held in the first quarter of this year. 
Your efforts raised $4228.01 for 

YOUR Foundation!  Wooo Hooo!  

Way to Go LaMsTn!!! 

 These funds allow the Foundation 
to give scholarships to our Key 
Clubbers and Circle Kers, assist with 

Leadership training for our spon-

sored programs, Community grants 
for Kiwanis Club projects, AED 
grants for schools and programs … 

the possibilities are endless! 
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By Vic Couvillion, Hammond Kiwanis Club 

LOUISIANA-MISSISSIPPI-WEST TENNESSEE DISTRICT OF KIWANIS

   The Hammond Kiwanis Aktion 
Club was recently presented with 
an award by the Keep Hammond 
Beautiful Committee for the club’s 
assistance with monthly city litter 
pickup programs. 

      A plaque was presented to Ja-
son Belsome, Aktion Club presi-
dent, at a meeting of the Hammond 
City Council. Hammond Mayor 
Pete Panepinto and council mem-
bers commended the Aktion Club 
for its involvement in helping to 

make Hammond even more beauti-
ful. 

      The Aktion Club has participat-
ed in every city cleanup for the past 
several years and has gathered hun-
dreds of bags of litter from city 
streets.  The club has also volun-
teered to help keep the grounds 
clean during Hammond’s annual 
Fourth of July celebration. 

      Performing community service 
is nothing new for the Aktion Club. 
Shortly after the club’s chartering 
several years ago the members par-
ticipated in a Community Build 
Day. The Hammond Kiwanis Club 
helped build a playground that day 
as part of Kiwanis One Day and 
welcomed the Aktion Club’s help. 

      Since its founding the Aktion 
Club has thrived. The group’s 
membership has grown and club 
activities have increased. 

      Aktion Club members have at-
tended several New Orleans Zeph-
yrs baseball games, visited the 
Audubon Zoo and the Aquarium of 
the Americas, and celebrated 
Christmas with a happy party. The 
club has also enjoyed several sum-
mer cookouts. 

      On March 15, Aktion Club 
members were guests at the Oak 
Knoll Country Club where they 
were given golf lessons by the golf 
team at Southeastern Louisiana 
University. The outing was another 
special treat for the Aktion Club. 

The Keep Hammond Beau ful Commi ee recently awarded a plaque to the Hammond Kiwanis Ak on Club in recogni-

on of the contribu ons made by Ak on Club members at monthly trash pick-ups over the past several years.  Holding 

the plaque is Jason Belsome, president of the Ak on Club.  



APRIL-MAY-JUNE  2016  11

 

LOUISIANA-MISSISSIPPI-WEST TENNESSEE DISTRICT OF KIWANIS

By Priscilla Harris, K-Kids Chair 

 The K-Kids programs are great 

Sponsored Leadership Programs 
(SLP) to have in our schools. I re-
cently attended our division confer-
ence and was surprised at how 

many clubs do not have a K-Kids 

program.  
 K-Kids is an easy club to start 
and there is great info at kkids.org to 

help you get it going. This is the 
best time to work on starting a club. 
School is winding down and you 
can give your planning a head start 

for next year's class. Get with your 

school staff and talk it up. You need 
a good school staff advisor and I 
highly recommend at least 2 advi-

sors to make the job easier for 
them. A visit with the school princi-
pal is essential for a smooth transi-
tion. Once the boss knows what 

good things the K-Kids can do for 
the school they will support you. 
 If starting a K-Kids program is 

not in your plans, think about intro-
ducing a Terrific Kids (TK) pro-
gram. I have found that having a 
TK program helps to open doors at 

most schools. There is a bunch of 

good stuff online for the TK pro-

grams. It does help to have a Kiwa-
nis Club advisor that likes to be a 
kid now and then. When you award 
members with Zeller Awards don't 

forget your SLP school advisors. 
 The La-Miss-Ten Conference is 
not far away. The challenge for me 

this year is to find a K-Kid speaker 
for the event. I have enjoyed having 
3 K-Kids be the 2nd Place KI 
Speech Contest winners these 

passed 3 years. I believe the district 
has enjoyed hearing these outstand-
ing young people at our conven-
tions. 

 The deadline for submitting your 

entry for the contest is April 15 to 
the District K-Kids Chairman, 
Priscilla Harris at paddy928@aol.com, 

and the Chairman has until April 30 

to get entry to KI. The more serious 
problem to me is that we have not 
had any contestants submitted from 

any other club except the German-

town Kiwanis Club. We must have 
more super kid speakers in our 
many K-Kids clubs in the district. 

This a wonderful experience for a 
young person and opens up doors 
for many opportunities for them 
down the road. 
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By Jean Benoit, Key Club District Administrator 

  The 2015-2016 Key Club year is 

rapidly drawing to a close and overall, 
it’s been a successful year. In May, 

the District Key Club Board, under 
the leadership of Governor Emma 

Bouregois, launched its district web 
publication entitled the Crawfish Ta-

les. This monthly news magazine, the 
brainchild of Secretary-Treasurer 

Kaori Keyser, contains articles, com-
mittee reports, and links to various 

forms. The District Board continued 
to refine its website (lmtkeyclub.org) 

by improving its organization and 
adding additional resources. 

 In August, the District Board de-

cided to continue the fight to elimi-
nate MNT by pledging to raise 

$20,000 this calendar year towards 

that goal and according to the most 
recent giving reports: SUCCESS!!  As 

of the end of January, LMT Key 
Clubs had surpassed their goal!! 

 Many of the District’s clubs con-
gregated in Baton Rouge over the 

weekend of February 12-13th for their 
annual Officer Training Conference. 

The District Board continued im-
provements began by their predeces-

sors on the material covered during 
this important training weekend. This 

year’s event focused on goal setting, 
time management, and officer perfor-

mance. Board members prepared 
presentations, handouts, and interac-

tive activities to help club officers 

gain greater insight into their club 
roles. 

 And now, the highlight of the Key 

Club year is fast approaching—
District Convention! Clubs will gath-

er in Natchez, Mississippi on April 8 
to celebrate all things Key Club. 

Along with the usual competitions 
and club contests, there are several by

-law changes members will be voting 
on along with electing the new Dis-

trict Board. 

 What’s next for Key Club???  

Webinars for training officers and 
new advisors; Regional Fall Leader-

ship Conferences in New Orleans, 
Alexandria, and Memphis; more web-

site improvements; Advisor mentor-
ship program………after the Dis-

trict’s bus tour to the International 

Convention in Atlanta, Georgia! 
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By Katie Anderton, Mississippi State University Circle K International Club Vice President 

 The Sudduth Elementary Envi-
ronmental Discovery, or SEED 
Garden, was established at Sudduth 

Elementary Public School to help 
teach the students about the im-
portance of healthy eating, environ-
mental awareness, and home gar-

dening. Emily Damm, MSU CKI 
president, and Dylan Karges, a 
Starkville Kiwanian joined together 

to apply for the Circle K Interna-
tional Tomorrow Fund Grant for 
this project. This grant will increase 

the number of beds from nine to 25 
as well as allow for installation of 
irrigation and drainage systems. 
With the expansion, the garden will 

directly impact about 500 students 
each year. This project has been 
great for MSU CKI and Starkville 

Kiwanis to foster relationships with 
the Parent Teacher Organization as 
well as several local service groups 

and businesses. We have had three 
work days so far for this project for 
a combined total of over 163.5 ser-
vice hours! As work at Sudduth 

continues, possibilities for children 
to learn continue to grow. 

More pictures on page 13 . . . 
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Continued from page 12 
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 The Camellia City, Slidell Kiwanis Club currently spon-
sors TERRIFIC KIDS programs at Mayfield Elementary 
School and Brock Elementary School. Throughout the school 
year, the club participates in various school events and recog-
nizes the students and teachers for establishing and meeting 
goals to improve behavior, peer relationships, attendance, and 
school work. The program promotes character development, 
self-esteem and perseverance among students. TERRIFIC is an 
acronym for Thoughtful, Enthusiastic, Respectful, Responsible, 
Inclusive, Friendly, Inquisitive, and Capable.  

 In January, TERRIFIC KIDS at Brock Elementary School 
were recognized with awards for showing leadership and good 
citizenship in their school and community. The students were 
nominated by their teachers and TERRIFIC KIDS advisers 
from the Camellia City, Slidell Kiwanis Club, Mike Collins and 
Wanda Fabre, presented the awards. 

 In February, the club helped Mayfield Elementary students 
celebrate the Chinese New Year - the year of the monkey. The 
students were introduced to Chinese culture and practiced their 
chopstick skills with Chinese cuisine. The celebration concluded 
with a Dragon Parade around the school.  

 The club was back again at Mayfield Elementary in March to 
celebrate Dr. Seuss’ birthday with students. Everyone went 
“wacky” on Wednesday wearing shoes on the wrong feet with 
mismatched socks. Clocks were upside down and the school 
mascot, a teddy bear, even wore his school uniform inside out 
and backwards - and so did the kids! Some TERRIFIC KIDS 
even had whiskers painted on and wore “Cat in the Hat” head 
gear. Teachers read many of Dr. Seuss’ books to their class-
rooms and students enjoyed real green eggs and ham. 

 Special thanks to Ochsner Medical Center Community Outreach for sponsoring the Camelia City, Slidell Kiwanis TERRIFIC KIDS’ Program. 

By Wanda Fabre, Camellia City, Slidell Kiwanis Club  
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 On Sunday, March 6, members 
from the Algiers Kiwanis Club 
participated in the “Stop Hunger 

Now!” event, a project that pro-
vides meals for global school feed-
ing programs and crisis relief, at 
Aurora United Methodist Church, 

headed up by Kathy Powers. 
Lunch was severed at 11:00 a.m. 
and meal packaging began shortly 
after noon.  

 The assembly process combined 

rice, soy, dehydrated vegetables, 
and flavoring mix containing 21 

essential vitamins and minerals into 
small meal packages. The food 
stores easily, transports quickly, 

and has a shelf-life of two years. 
Each meal package costs 29 cents 
and totals six servings. 
 There were several stations to 

this massive project. The first sta-
tion consisted of putting ingredi-
ents into bags. Carriers then 
brought the bags to weighing and 

sealing. Finally, “pick up people” 

brought the bags to the boxing sta-
tion. 

 In about 3-1/2 hours, more than 
50,000 meals were packaged! These 
meals were shipped to Nicaragua. 

 It was non-stop but the time 
flew by while listening to some 
great music! Thanks to Kathy & 
John Powers, Bobbie & David 

Whiddon, Marty & Sylvia Brous-
sard, Lourdes & Scott Moran, Ron 
& Nell Bridges, Judi Zimmermann, 
Lois Blatter, Al Schmitt, Debbie 

Frederickson and Linda Leger. 

By Linda Leger, Algiers Kiwanis Club 
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By Tom Osburn, Vicksburg Kiwanis Club  

 It was a beautiful day for the Vicksburg 

Kiwanis Club to volunteer at the Area 10 
Special Olympics Track and Field Events, 

which took place on March 22, at Vicksburg 
High School Stadium. It was cool and windy, 
but the sun was shining brightly!  
 Twenty-two Kiwanians, along with a host of 

Key Clubbers from Porters Chapel Academy 
and Vicksburg High School, helped out with 
all of the running events from the 25 meter 
wheelchair races to the 200 meter individual 

races and even a 400 meter relay. 

 Volunteers and participants enjoyed ham-
burgers thanks to McDonald’s. Thanks to eve-
ryone who helped organize the Vicksburg 

Kiwanis volunteers and everyone who 

helped make this a special day for some 
very Special Olympians in our community! 
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  Rain didn’t stop four clubs in Division 4A and 4B, from working together to bring smiles and laughter to the 
families of Angels’ Place, during the recent “Spring Fling”, held in the gym at St. Martin’s School, in Metairie, LA.   

 Angels’ Place is a non-profit organization that pro-

vides respite care and supportive services to children 
with life threatening diseases and their families.   
 The Kiwanis Clubs of New Orleans, Third Dis-

trict, Dawn Busters and Moisant served up delicious 

grilled hamburgers and hotdogs, snacks and drinks to 
the families.  Festivities, which included games of fish-
ing, bowling, puzzles, tug-of-war, art activities and the 
bounce house were enjoyed by all.  The event culminat-

ed with a HUGE Easter Egg hunt of 2500 eggs! 

Screeches and giggles filled the air as children enjoyed 
their day, free from the drama of their illnesses. Kiwanis 
and Angels’ Place have been partnering since 2003. 

By Cathy Simmons, New Orleans Kiwanis Club 
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By Howard Lock, Orange Grove Kiwanis Club 

          In 1983, a small group of concerned Christians planted a seed of hope for hungry and needy persons in the 
Gulfport area when they came together and founded the Gulf Coast Christian Life Center, with " Feed My Sheep " 
as an out reach program. On March 22, members of the Orange Grove Kiwanis Club, helped serve the noon 

meal for the “Feed My Sheep” program which fed 361 persons. 

↑ From le  to right: Bubba Kurts, guest; Amaris Johnson, volunteer; Deb Kurts; Howard Lock, Past Lieutenant Governor Division 14; 

Barbara McCay, Lieutenant Governor Division 14; John McCay, III; Rose Keller; Lucky Langston, Lieutenant Governor Elect  Division 14. 

 Members of the Northshore Mandeville 

Kiwanis collected more than 797 pounds of 
food, $400 in monetary donations, and new 

clothing for those impacted by the flooding 
in the St. Tammany Parish, Louisiana area in 
early March.  

 Preliminary estimates suggest nearly 12,000 

homes were damaged in Louisiana from the 
March 9-11 storms that caused flooding 
statewide and placed 26 parishes under a fed-
eral disaster declaration. St. Tammany Parish 

was one of the most severely flooded parish-
es. 

By Mary Anne Galvin, Northshore Mandeville Kiwanis Club 

Pictured from le  to right are Tim Gagliano, Olga 

Marque e, and Club President Rick Johnson. 
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By Wanda Magee & Debbie Salvant, Cortana Kiwanis Club 

 Cortana Kiwanis members have 
been very active this quarter. Proceeds 
from the annual Cortana Kiwanis 
Downtown Christmas Parade were 
used to provide services and donations 
to benefit the children of our area.   

 The Club was able to donate 
$10,000 to the Our Lady of the Lake 
Children’s Hospital. The new hospital, 
which held its groundbreaking cere-
mony on February 18, 2016, will serve 
thousands of children in this region.  

 The Christmas Parade was the 
source of two other projects this quar-
ter. Park Forest Middle School band 
was third place winner in The Battle of 
the Bands, associated with the parade.  
Their band director chose to have the 
club cook 200 plates of jambalaya ra-
ther than accept the $200 award. The 
school was able to sell these plates of 
jambalaya with the proceeds going to 
the purchase of new band uniforms. 
The Park Forest Middle School band 
raised $1,000 selling the donated plates 
of food.   

 The other jambalaya donation stem-
ming from the parade was provided 
for a dance group, Movement in Mo-
tion. They held a fundraiser to provide 
dance scholarship opportunities for 
underprivileged children. The club 
donated 150 plates of jambalaya for 
this cause. 

 Circle K held its annual convention 
on February 27. Cortana Kiwanis do-
nated lunch for the participants. It was 
wonderful to see the increased number 

of schools and participants at this Cir-
cle K function. Cortana Kiwanis mem-
ber, Danny Fields, was the keynote 
speaker at this event. This also provid-
ed us with an Interclub with Circle K. 
The club served 80 lunches for this 
event. 

 It is a privilege to work with so 
many organizations through Kiwa-
nis. We strive to follow the defin-
ing statement of “improving the 
world one child and one communi-
ty at a time.” 

LOUISIANA-MISSISSIPPI-WEST TENNESSEE DISTRICT OF KIWANIS

Cortana Kiwanians cooking jambalaya 

at the Movement in Mo on Fundraiser. 
Sean McDonald, Cortana President, 

and Alex Say, Circle K Governor, s rring 

the pot at the Circle K Conven on. 

Members cooking jambalaya at the 

Park Forest Middle School Fundraiser. 

Cortana Kiwanis 

Club members par-

cipa ng in  the 

Groundbreaking for 

the Our Lady of the 

Lake Children’s 

Hospital from le  

to right are: Sean 

McDonald, Marga-

ret Hodges, Rene’ 

Roberts, and Donna 

Legge . 
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By Cabrini Granier, Thibodeaux Kiwanis Club 

 On February 20th, 2016 the Kiwanis Club of Thibodaux Louisiana hosted a garden build for a local elemen-
tary school. The garden consists of potatoes, onions, parsley, flowers and a tree of life. The garden located on the 
school grounds will allow for the elementary students to visit the garden, take care of the garden and watch as the 

garden grows, thus instilling generations of knowledge to the children on where our food and seasonings come 

from.  Kiwanis members guided Edward Douglas White Catholic high School Key Club, Nicholls State Universi-
ty Circle K and St. Joseph Elementary School Builders Club members with preparation for the garden, tilled the 
soil and planted the garden.   
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By Lillian Grossley, South Baton Rouge Kiwanis Club 

SANTA TOY GIVE AWAY  

 South Baton Rouge Kiwanis held its annual toy give 
away at the Freeman-Matthews Head start on Friday, De-
cember 15, 2015. Over 195 preschoolers were treated to a 

great surprise when they came in and Santa gave them 
toys. Helping Santa were South Baton Rouge Elves, 
Yolanda Criss, Clarissa Preston (holding newest future 
Kiwanian – Cameron), Bridgette Hardy, Terry Stubbs, 

Ms. Holden (Director at Freeman Matthews),  Oliver 

James and Carol Carter, Lillian Grossley (at Santa’s knee) 
and Santa himself, Dr. Marlon Ford, PhD.  Fun was had 
by one and all!!! 

HONORING BLACK HISTORY 

 Mr.  Alfred E. Harrell III, CEO of Southern Uni-
versity System Foundation, was the guest speaker at 
South Baton Rouge Kiwanis Black History program 

on Wednesday, Feb, 17, 2016. Mr. Harrell enlightened 

us on Southern University's growing Alumni Founda-
tion and Endowments to help ensure financial stability 
and student scholarships.  Members of Early Risers, 

St. Gabriel and our own Governor, Gary Graham 

were in attendance as well.   

BOWLING FOR BABIES 

South Baton Rouge Kiwanis  
Invites You to Bowl for Babies, a regional fundraiser to 

help eliminate 
maternal/neonatal tetanus 

August 27, 2016 
 

For more informa on contact: 
Lillian Grossley ‐ lillian.grossley@gmail.com  or (225) 202‐0990  

Clarissa Preston ‐ capreston@cox.net or (225) 445‐3112 
Wanda Magee ‐ wlmagee@bellsouth.net  or (225) 235‐2281 

↓ Le  to right: 
Mr. Alfred  
Harrell, 
Bridge e   
Hardy and 
Governor Gary 
Graham 

↑ Le  to right: Mark 

Bray, Clarissa Preston, 

Mr. Alfred Harrell, 

Bridge e Hardy and 

Lillian Grossley 
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By Doris Rappold, Kenner North Kiwanis Club 

 Most students can be eligible for free breakfast and 
free lunch at school, but sometimes the weekends are a 
problem for some students food-wise.  In response to 

this need, Kenner North Kiwanis has begun a Back-
pack Program with member Debbie Manos as the co-
ordinator.  From information gleaned from a question-
naire sent out by the school counselor, twenty-two stu-

dents were identified at Chateau Elementary School for 
this project.  Although called a backpack, the food is 
delivered in regular store bags for discretion.  The bags 

include foods that have been labeled nutritional, i.e., 
chicken and beef canned pasta, vegetable cup, fruit cup, 
pudding cup, oatmeal, fruit snack, cheese and crackers 

and a juice packet.  Kiwanians take turns shopping for 
the items and stuff the bags after the weekly meeting to 
be delivered to the school on Thursday of every 
week.  The school counselor is overjoyed with the re-

sults of the program and the children look forward to 
their "backpacks."  KNK is enhancing the Kiwanis 
mission by working in the community with children. 
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By Christian Heinkel, Region II Trustee, Columbus Kiwanis Club 

 The Kiwanis Club of Columbus recently held their an-
nual raffle draw down event. In the past several years, the 
club has used a large flat screen TV as a grand prize, with 

other electronic devices typically serving as second and 
third place prizes. As large flat screen TVs have become 
ubiquitous in our homes, it was decided to move to an all 
cash prize format. March 2nd was the big date, and all mem-

bers and guests enjoyed the drama of the draw down, where 
20 tickets are picked out of the total lot and then are 
“drawn down” until three winners remain, with the grand 
prize of $1,000 being last. Best of all, the club raised $1,100 

for the Boys and Girls Club in Columbus. Nadia Colom, 

Area Director of the Boys and Girls Club, was on hand to 
receive the check, which will go toward helping fund all of 
the terrific programs they sponsor locally. 

Boys and Girls Club Director Nadia Colom accepts a dona-

on check from Kiwanis Club of Columbus president An-

drew Ha ek. 

By Jim Goodwin, President, Tupelo Kiwanis Club 

 For the past three years,  the Tupelo Kiwanis Club has hosted 

a Recruiting Reception for prospective New Members. A sub-

committee comes up with an invitation list including people who 
have come as a guest over the past 12 months. The club also focus-

es on adding more diversity, females, and younger members.        

 In the first year the club added seven new members from this 

event and last year six. In less than a week after this year’s event, 

the club has already added three New Members and, with follow 
up, expects to add a few more.                                                    

 The event is held in a banquet room of a nice restaurant in town 

from about 5:30 - 7:15 p.m. About $500 is spent for appetizers/

finger food and there is an open bar that costs another $150 or so. 

The club presents a PowerPoint of about 20 slides that shows the 

prospects history, purpose, Kiwanis International operations, dues, 
etc. The goal is for prospects to have an “eyes wide open” under-

standing of who Kiwanis is and what we do.                                                   

 There is a fun banter among the members and everybody intro-

duces themselves. “We believe we can add members just by asking 

and that has been proven by our results,” says Club President Jim 
Goodwin. 

Le  to right: Rick Hill, Bri ney Beasley, Charles Bouldin, 

and Robin Haire 

Tren ce Imbler 

and Shawn King 

welcome guests at 

the Tupelo Kiwanis 

Club’s Recrui ng 

Recep on for pro-

spec ve new 

members. 
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Canadian culture. Interna onal influence. That’s Toronto. 

And that’s where we’ll be in 2016. Join us for next year’s 

conven on—in a city that blends tradi ons and passions 

from more than 100 cultures. It’s the perfect place to 

celebrate 100 years of Kiwanis in Canada. 

Toronto, June 23‐26, 2016 

Kiwanis.org/conven on 

101ST ANNUAL KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 

Submit your ar cle or photographs: 
EMAIL:  ffany@lamisstenn.org   

ARTICLES: All ar cle submissions must be a ached in an email as 
a Word document and should be approximately 250 words or 
less.  

PHOTOGRAPHS: Do not include photos within text documents; 
send as separate a achments in the highest resolu on TIFF or 
JPEG file possible. Include a descrip on of the photograph. 

Include this informa on: 
CLUB: Club, City, State, and Division Number 

EVENT: Make sure to answer: what was done, why it was done, 
who benefited, when and where it occurred, how it was            
accomplished, etc. 

ACCURACY: Please double check all dates, loca ons, etc., and be 
sure that all names are spelled correctly.  While we do our best to 
correct issues if we no ce them, we do not have the resources to 
confirm this type of informa on. 

PHOTOGRAPHS: Avoid poses such as check acceptances, podium 
speakers, and groups standing in line or stacked rows. If you’re 
shoo ng a service project, look for an ac on photo of the         
volunteers in progress or interac ng with children. Shoot from 
the front – we are not likely to use a shot with mostly backs or 
backs of heads.  

Use as high a resolu on as possible. 

Cap ons may not always be published, but it is helpful if you can 
iden fy subjects. 

THE BEST ACTION SHOT WINS THE COVER! 

Keep in mind, the cover photograph for the District News    
Magazine will be selected based on clarity & ac on. We want 
photographs that show how your club impacts the community! 

“The Louisiana-Mississippi-West Tennessee District News” is the 
official publica on of the Louisiana-Mississippi-West Tennessee 

District  Of Kiwanis interna onal.  
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